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authorities. However, he does not make as good a use of the Rus- 
sian documents as he might have done. For example, he says that 
they show that France and Russia, and England and France, had 
entered into secret treaties of alliance in 1912, but he does not give 
the texts of any of these treaties. While much that he says is true, 
yet the evidence presented is often not convincing even in the case 
of admitted facts. 

O. P. Chitwood 
West Virginia University 

Immortal Italy. By Edgar Ansel Mowrer. New York, 
D. Appleton and Company, 1922. — ix, 418 pp. 

Generally speaking, ancient Italy is better known to us than is 
modern Italy, much less remote in time, but farther removed from 
genuine understanding and appreciation. Mr. Mowrer's volume is 
an attempt to bridge this wide gap. As correspondent of the Chicago 
Daily News for many years, he has had extended opportunities for 
studying Italian characteristics and institutions, and has taken full 
advantage of his unusual contacts with men and affairs. This is 
not the systematic work of an historian or an economist, but the 
study of a highly intelligent journalist, who writes largely on the 
basis of his intimate observation of conditions that came before him. 
Much of his history comes from Bolton King, but this is not the 
best part of Immortal Italy. Mr. Mowrer's own comments are more 
effective, for he does better when he is " on his own ", observing 
and appraising as he goes, and almost always going. 

The writer's introductory characterization of the Italian is artisti- 
cally executed, Italian in its frankness and in its idealistic conclu- 
sions. " Everything in Italian life is better than it seems ", is his 
paradoxical conclusion. His discussion of Italy's entrance into the 
War is illuminating and valuable as the comment of a trained ob- 
server. Mr. Mowrer's consideration of Baron Sonnino, the Jewish- 
English, Egyptian-born champion and leader of Italian nationalism, 
is of great interest. The author acutely says that, " What the pious 
statesmen of other nations have never pardoned him was that he 
refused to pay verbal homage to principles that he did not intend 
to serve." The conclusion is that, " The real cause of Italy's diplo- 
matic defeat at Paris and her undeserved humiliation was the stub- 
born temperament of the silent Minister of Foreign Affairs." His 
rugged inflexibility was at once the source of his strength and his 
weakness, Mr. Mowrer believes. 
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Very readable is the chapter on " Fiume o Morte ", dealing with 
D'Annunzio's vivid regime in the little city that became a storm 
center of international politics for two hectic years. " The Revo- 
lution that Never Was " discusses with great insight the relations 
between the Italian Socialists and the Russian Communists, ending 
in the breach between the redoubtable Serrati and the pontifical 
Lenine, and in the independence of the Italian Left. Mr. Mowrer's 
description of the origin and tactics of the Fascisti is helpful in 
obtaining a clear view of this significant movement, so widely dis- 
cussed and so little comprehended. 

The concluding chapter on " Present Problems " is brief, too 
brief, but full of interest and suggestions. A fuller discussion of 
Turati's plans for the future development of Italy would not have 
been amiss. Despite the economic deficiencies and the political 
shortcomings which he depicts, the writer has faith in the future of 
the Italian nation — a prophet of the Italian idealists. " Sooner or 
later this country ", says he, " with its wholly admirable sense of 
civilization, its brilliant flowering of individual genius, its wide 
tolerance and humanity, will inevitably take a great part in the 
evolution of world culture and politics." 

On the whole, Mr. Mowrer's volume is a very readable and use- 
ful contribution to the understanding of the Italy that is in the 
making. This is not a work of broad historical knowledge, detailed 
analysis of economic and social facts, discriminating discussion of 
technical points in law and government, although by no means 
without a factual basis and plenty of keen anaylsis. It is a sympa- 
thetic and competent interpretation of the social and political life 
of a great state which is perhaps less understood than any of the 
modern members of the family of nations, and which merits much 
more ample recognition than it has yet been accorded. 

Charles E. Merriam 
University of Chicago 

The Great Adventure at Washington: The Story of the 
Conference. By Mark Sullivan. New York, Doubleday, Page 
and Company, 1922. — xi, 290 pp. 

In this book, Mr. Mark Sullivan, the national political corres- 
pondent of the New York Evening Post, has written a very interest- 
ing, easily understood, impressionistic account of some of the ple- 
nary sessions of the Washington Conference. His " Story " is 
marked with excellent word-pictures of many of the delegates and 



